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Colby Devore of Redmond, left, and his guide Bob Stockdall admire Colby’s first Willamette River “keeper”

Stumptown sturgeon:

It's all about the bite
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banks of the Willamette, sub-
sisting on mighty runs of fish
Ihese were the Multnomah, the
Watlala, the Clowwewalla, the
| imas, the Molalla and the

the Willamette. [

We launched at the public
ramp on Swan [sland and mo-
tored out the narrow passage
between barges and the hulks
of old rusting ships. In the mamn
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L s and Clark explored
these walers 1n 1805 '['ju_rl'; trad-
ed with the Indians, whose vil-
lages were found at the mouth
of the Willamette and upstream
near the falls

For time out of mind the Indi-
ans had made their living on the

00 WETS NEWCHMETs,
tred to the sturgeon
y say over a million stur-
geon live 1n the Columbia be-
tween the mouth of the river and
Bonneville Dam

[hat's about 6800 sturgeon
per river mile. Sturgeon prefer
big, slow-moving water and the
Willamette, one of the Colum-
bia's major tributaries, is made
for sturgeon and sturgeon fish-
ermen, That's why 1 headed to
Portland last week to fish with
Bill Kremers and Ken Harrell
{www.oregonrivertrails.com) on

channel, we turned left and Kre
mers put the throttle down. The
24-foot Alumaweld got up on
step and soon we were headed
toward downtown Portland at
full throttle,

We passed beneath the Fre-
mont Bridge and the Broad-
way and anchored pext to an-
other guide’s boal, downstream
from the Steel Bridge, Kremers
pointed at the depth finder and
showed me where an underwater
cliff dropped off to 80 feet. That's
why he'd chosen this spot.

See Lewis /DS




